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TO THE PEOPLE. 


Can ye, O Britons, unconcern’d behold 
Your Rights invaded, and your Country /o/d. 
See Freepom tottering on the brink of Fate, 
Her Friends imprifon'd, and her Foes elate : 
.No—one more glorious ftruggle let us make; 
- And if we fail—we’ll perith for her fake. 
' Freedom alone to life can relith give, 
And ceafing to be free, let’s ceafe to live. 








To the Ep1ror of the PHILANTHROPIST. 


Tempora mutantur et nos mutamur ab illis. 
CiTIZzeEN, 


Business lately led me to a fea-port town, in the north of 
England. It was near two years fince J had been there, and 
the furprifing changes that had taken’ place during that fhort 


period, are the fubjet of the following letter. 
. Before 
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Before the celebrated Proclamation againtt the writings of 
Paine, andthe Frienps of Liserty, was ufhered into the 
world, one Juftice of the Peace had been found fufficient for 
all the legal bufinefs of the town, for many years, nay even he 
had been dead for fome time, and no other appointed in his 
room, nor did.it appear that the peace was worfe,preferved dur- 
ing that interregnum, than it now is. After the Manifefto 
againft the Ricuts of MAn made its appearance, a quorum of 
three Worfhipful Juftices were judged necefflary, for the con- 
fervation of the peace (7. ¢.) to prevent the further diflemination 
of fuch execrated principles, two Attornies, as Clerks to affift 
their Worfhips with their legal knowledge, in which infignifi- 
cant point their Worfhips are rather ignorant, and a body of 
five hundred Janiffaries, alias Loyal Volunteers, whieh ferye 
both to encreafe the famine, which already ftares the wretched 
inhabitants in the face; and-are an unanfwerable argument, 
fhould the audacity of the poor tempt them to murmur, 

The injured widow and children of an honeft feaman, who 
was murdered, by Captain Faulkner at the reduction of Fort 
Bourbon in Martinique;* appeared:before hisWorthip, Guinea 
Dick, for relief, which the diftréfs of her fituation entitled her 
to: the injuries fhe had received in thelofs of her hufband, 
torn from her by defpotic power, arid murdered, were too much 
for human nature to bare; it was not theeommon calamity of 
war that had deprived her ofher hufband, it was the ungovernable 
will and pleafure of a petty tyrant! The anguith of the widow, 
when relating to the fage Juftice, her pitiful tale, requires a better 
pen than mine to delineate, She called upom heaven to pour 
down its vengeance upon. thofe fatellites of defpotifm, the prefs 
gang, who had torn the hufband from his wife, and a father from 
his children ; fhe vented her execrations againft the man, who 
had made her a widow, and her children orphans. ° 


_® The fa& was, Captain F—-——r, for fome hafty anfwer of the feaman, run” 
him through, without either judge. or jury; the unfortunate man immediately exp | 


pired; F 





r was tried by a jury of his mefsmates and acquitted; betore the 


court he promifed to pay the widow an annuity of thirty pounds a year, when Ki¢-’ 
death, in an aétion with a French Frigate, prevenicd her receiving the beuefit of:i', 


She 
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She had attacked one of the moft valuable privileges of Eng- 
Jithmen, the right of being impreffed and murdered. "No fur- 
ther was fhe fuffered to proceed ; the was inftantly orderc@away, 
and threatened with a months hard labour in the houfe of cor- 
rection if for the future fhe was not more circumfpect when fhe 
fpoke of fuch auguj? perfonages——-E x uno difce omnes. 

After General Smith made his motion in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, fora monument to be ereéted in Weftminfter Abby to 
the memory of Captaifi Faulkner, a friend of liberty wrote to 
him, reprefenting the cafe of the widow, but what fuccefs his 
application may have is yet uncertain. 

I went one evening to the Theatre; feveral Officers happen- 
ed tobe there; and as the theatre is generally the field in which 
the volunteer Officers fight their Campaigns, thefe military 
heros, wifhing to exprefs their loyalty and adoration for Ma- 
jefty, called for the tune of God fave the King, and ordered 
the audience to ftand uncovered, as in the prefence of God’s 
vicegerent. Now, as I entertain no refpect for God’s vicege- 
rent, much lefs a tune to his nameé, TF fat covered in defiance to 
the military, who branded me with the terms of Jacobin, Re- 
volutionift, and Leveller; however, one of them, the length 
of whofe fword pronounced him a warrior, came up to me, and 
in a tone, which would have done honour to an eunuch in the 
Opera-Houfe, begged ‘I would fo far oblige him as to pull off 
my hat. As feveral more of his warlike brethren accompanied 
him to enforce his requeft, I judged it prudent to comply, af- 
furing him at the fame time, I did it merely to oblige him. 

The Friends of Liberty in that town had formerly inftituted 
a Society for the Inveftigation of Political Truths, of which I 
was a Member ; but alas, the arbitrary power of the Juftices 
had totally routed it out, by threatening to deprive the land- 
lord of his licence, at whofe houfe the meeting was held. 
But, However their Worthips may attempt to crufh what’ they 
call pernicious principles, it is with Liberty as with Religion, 
profecution oniy makes it flourifh with greater vigour. 


Oh! . 
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Oh ! firft, and moft benevolent of Powers! 

Come from eternal fplendors, here on earth, 

Againft defpotic pride, and rage, and luft, 

To fhield mankind, to raife them to affert 

The native rights, and honour of their race. . 
THOMPSON. 


I gratified feveral of the Friends of Liberty with the Effigy 
of a THRICE-ACQUITTED FELON: They faid they received 
more pleafure in having a Medal of the Printer to the Majefty 


of the People, than they would have done in a Coronation 
Medal of G—— ITI, 

Your's, &c. | Fite 
RF 
A Facobin Revolutionift and Leveller. © 


Fe 


ABRIDGMENT OF THAT EMINENT PATRIOT 


Mr. JOHN TRENCHARD's 
HISTORY OF STANDING ARMIES IN ENGLAND. 
With An Incomparable PREFACE UPON GOVERNMENT. 
a J 
PREFACE. 
"Tere is eithivig’ in which the generality of mankind ; are 
fo much miftaken as when they talk of government. The dif- 
ferent effects of it are obvious to every one, but few can trace 
its caufes. Moft men have indigefted ideas of the nature of it» 
and attribute all public mifcarriages to the corruption of mankind, 
They think the whole niafs is infected, that it is impoffible to 
make any reformation, and fo fubmit patiently to their country’s 
calamities, or elfe thare in the fpoil; whereas complaints of 
this kind are as old as the world, and ‘every age has thought 
their own the worft. We have not only our own experience, 
but the example of all times, to prove that men in the fame cir- 
cumftances will do the fame things, call them by what names 
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of diftin@ion you pleafe. A government is a mere piece of 
elock-work ; and having fuch fprings and wheels muft a& after 
fuch a manner; and therefore the art is to conftitute it fo that 
it muft move to the public advantage. It is certain that every 
man will act for his own intereft, and all wife governments are 
founded upon that principle: fo that:this whole myftery is only 
to make the intereft of our governors and the governed the 
fame. In an abfolute monarchy, . where the whole power is in 
one man, his intereft will be only regarded ; in an ariftocracy, 
the intereft of a few; and ina free government, the intereft of 
every one. This would be the cafe of England, if fome abufes 
that have lately crept into our conftitution were removed.. The 
freedom of this kingdom depends upon the peoples’ choofing 
the houfe of commons, who are a part of the legiflature, and 
have the fole power of giving money, . Were this a true ree 
prefentative,.and free from external force or private bribery, 
nothing could pafs there but what they thought was) for the 
public advantage ; for their own intereft is fo interwoven with 
the peoples, that if they a& for themfelves (which every one of 
them will do as near.as he can ) they muft act for the common 
intereft of England ; and if a few amongft them fhould find it 
their intereft to abufe their power, it will be the the intereft of 
yall the reft to punifh them for it. This is the fountairi-head 
from whence the people expect all their happinefs, and the re- 
drefs of their grievances ; and if we can preferve them free from 
,corruption, they will take care to keep every body elfe fo. 
_Qur conftitution feems to have provided for it, by never fuffer- 
ing the king (till Charles the fecond’s reign) to have..a merce- 
naty army to frighten them into a compliance, nor places or . 
_Yevenues great enough to bribe them into it. -The places in the i 
King’s gift were but few, and moft of them patent places for 
life, and the reft, great offices of ftate enjoyed by fingle perfons, 
which feldom fell to the fhare of the commons, fuch as the 
lord chancellor, lord treafurer, privy feal, lord high admiral, 
&c. and when thefe offices were pofefled by the lords, the 
commons were fevere inquifitors into their aétions. Thus the 
ees: 
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government of England continuéd from the time that the Ro- 
mans quitted the ifland to the time of Charles the firft, who 
was the firft 1 have read of that made an oppofition to himfelf 
in the houfe of commons. He raifed great fams of money up- 
on the people: but it being, without authority of parliament, 
and having no army to back him, it met: with fuch difficulties 
in the raifing, that it did:+him little good, and ended at laft din 
his ruin, though by the. meansiof a long and miferable wat, 
which brought us from one tyranny to another ; for the army 
had got all things into their power, and governed the nation by 
a council of war, which made all parties join in-calling in 
Charles the fecond: fo that he came in with the general ap- 
plaufe of the people, who in a kind fit, gave him a vaft reve- 
nue for life. By this he was enabled ta raifean army; and 
bribe the parliament, which he did to the purpofe; but being a 
luxurious prince, he could not part with great fums at once: he 
only fed them from hand to mouth; fo that they found it ds 
neceffary to keep him in aconftant dependence upon them,’ ds 
they had upon him. They knew he would give them ready 
money no longer than he had abfolute’ necefiity for then, 
and he had not places enough in his difpofal to fecure a ma- 
jority in the houfe; for in thofe early days the art was nét 
foundiout of fplitting and multiplying places; as inftead of ’a 
-lord treafurer, to have five lords of the treafury ; inftead' of a 
lord admiral) to have feven lords of the admiralty; to have 
feven commiffioners of the cuftoms, nine of the excife, fourteen 
of the navy office, ten of the ftamp-office, cight of the prike- 
office, fixteen of the commiffioners of trade, two of the putt 
office, four of the tranfports, four for hackney coaches, ‘fétir 
for wine-licences, four for the viCtualling. office and mvultt. 
tudes of other offices, which are endlefs to enumerate. ‘D be- 
lieve the gentlemen who have the good fortune to bein forme 
of thefe employments, will think I compliment them; if 
fhould fay they have not been better executed fince they were 
in fo matty hands, than when in fewer; and I mutt confefs, 1 
fee no réafon why they may not be made twice as many, and 















Lf 





(7) 


fo ad infinitum, unlefs the number be afcertained by  parlia- 
ment; and- what danger this may be to our conftitution, I 
think of with horror : for ifin ages to come they thould be all 
given to parliament men, what will become of our fo much 
boafted liberty? ‘What fhall be done when the criminal be- 
comes the judge, and the malefators are left to try themfelves? 
We omy be fure their common danger will unite them, and 
they will all ftand by one another. I do not fpeak this by guefs 
for I have read’ of a country where there was a conftant feries 
of mifmanagement for many years together, and yet nobody 
was punifhed; andeven in our country, I believe, fome men 
now alive can remember the time, when if the then king had 
but twenty more places in difpofal, or difpofed of thofe he had 
tothe 'beft advantage, the liberty of England had been at an 
erid. ’ If this method fhould be taken in a future reign, the 
people muft not expe to fee men of ability or integrity in any 
places, while they hold them by no other tenure than the dif- 
fervice'they do their country in the houfe of commons, and are 
fure to be turned out upon every prevalent faction on the other 
fide. They muft then never expec to fee the houfe of com- 
mons act vioroufly for the intereft.cither of king or people ; 
but fome will fervilely comply with the court to keep thei, 
p laces; ‘others will oppofe it as unreafonable to get’ them: and 
thofe-gentlemen, whofe defigns are for their country’s intereft, 
will grow weary of the beft form of government in the world, 
thinking by miftake the fault is in our conftitution. I have 
heard ofa country, where the difputes about offices to the value 
of thirty thoufand pounds per annum, have made fix millions 
ineffeétual.; what by fome mens proftitute compliance, and 
others openly clogging the wheels, it has caufed want and necef- 
fity in all kinds of men, bribery, treachery, profanenefs, atheifm,. 
prodigality, luxury, and all the vices that attend a remifs and 
corrupt adminiftration, and a univerfal negleét of the public. 
One part of the duty of the houfe of commons is to punith of- 
fenders,‘ and redrefs the grievances occafioned by the executive 
part of, the. government ; and how. can that be done, if they 
. fhould 
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fhould happen to bé the fame perfon, unlefs they would ay 
public-fpirited enough to hang or drown themfelves? 

But in my opinion, in another thing of lefs importance; we 
deviated in Charles the fecond’s time from our conftitution ; 
for though we were in a capacity of punifhing offenders, yet we 
did not know legally who they were, The law has been al- 
ways very tender of the perfon of the king, and therefore has ' 
difpofed the executive part of the government in fuch proper 
channels, that whatfoever leffer exceflefs are committed, they 
are not imputed to him, but his minifters are accountable for 
them ; his great feal is kept by the lord chancellor, his revenue 
by his treafurer, his laws are executed by his judges, his fleet 
ig managed by his lord high admiral, who are all accountable 
for their mifbehaviour. Formerly, all matters of ftate and dif 
cretion were debated and refolved in the privy council, where. 
every man fubfcribed his opinion, and was anfwerable. for it-. 
The late king Charles was the firft who broke this moft excel. 
lent part of our conftitution, by fettling a cabal or cabinet 
council, where all matters of confequence were debated. and: 
refolved, and then brought to the privy-council to be con-: 
firmed. .The firft footfteps we have of this council, in any: 
European government, were in Charles the ninth’s, time 
of France, when refolving to maffacre the proteftants, he durft. 
not truft his council with it, but chofea few men whom he: 
called his cabinet-council ; and, confidering what a genealogy, 
jt had, it is mo wonder it has been fo fatal both to king and 
people. To the king; for whereas our conftitution has pro~. 
vided minifters in the feveral parts of the government toanfwer, 
for mifcarriages, and to fkreen him from the hatred of the 
people ; this, on the contrary, protects the minifters, and.ex-., 
pofes the king to all the complaints of his fubjedts. 

(To be continued.) 
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¢2 Thofe who wish to promote the PHILANTHROPIST, by their ; 
affifance, will pleafe to addrefs their favours (poft-paid), te 
the Editor, at Citizen Eaton's, No. 14, Newgate-ftreet. 





